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strength waned, and their prestige was lost.
The "once powerful community was given
no consideration in the violent social up-
heaval; it had been a Cossack boast that
for centuries they had been the proudest
and most valiant soldiers of the czar, but
this distinction was now wiped out,, and
they suffered the levelling: that was the fate
of the peasantry of all Russia.
COSTA RICA, ko'sta re'ka, the southern-
most republic of the Central American
states, excepting Panama, which is now
classed as a division of Central America and
itself a republic. The area is 23,000 square
miles, nearly that of West Virginia. The
population in 1934 was 551,500. Spanish
is the language of the country (see demar-
cation, lixe of) ; the religion is Roman
Catholic, but there is absolute liberty in re-
ligious matters.
The country is rich in agricultural re-
sources, though traversed by a mountain
range which is a link in the system extend-
ing through both American continents.
There are three climatic regions, due to the
mountains. Below 3,000 feet elevation is
a hot zone; from 3,000 feet to 7,000 feet is
a temperate climate, and above 7,000 feet
is a decidedly cool region. On the whole,
Costa Rica is healthful. The agricultural
productsj in order of importance, are coffee,
bananas, cacao, sugar cane, rice, potatoes
and tobacco. Gold and silver are mined in
constantly increasing quantities. The dis-
tilling of liquor has been for years a gov-
ernment monopoly.
There are 6,500 factories, consuming the
products of the country; 415 miles of rail-
road, 205 telegraph offices and 211 post-
offices.
Costa Eiea was discovered by Columbus in
1502* and was first colonized in 1532 by the
Spaniards. Until 1821 it was part of the
Spanish province of Guatemala. After un-
sroessfttl attempts to form a Central Ameri-
eaa Federation, and other vicissitudes, it
became independent in 1848, and formed a
eoBstitmtional government,, which has been
amended several times. By the election law
of 1013 raiveml manhood suffrage was
The President of the republic is
for four years. The law-making
is vested in the Constitutional Con-
gress,1 of oa© house* made np of forty-three
T&e capital eifrjr is San Jose" (which
 COTES, sara jeannette (1862- )9 a
Canadian author, born in Brantford, On-
tarioj and educated at the Collegiate Insti-
tute there. Her maiden name was sara
jeannettb duncan. She began her career
as a school teacher, but gave that up for
journalism. Her first series of letters were
descriptive of the Cotton Centennial Exposi-
tion , New Orleans. Afterwards she became
a member of the editorial staff of the Wash-
ington Post9 and later returned to the To-
ronto Globe, where she wrote under the pen
name of "Garth Grafton." She made a tour
of the world, writing letters for a syndicate
of American and Canadian newspapers.
Some of her best known works are A Social
Departure, How Orthodocia and I Went
Hound the World by Ourselves, The Amer*
ican Girl in London, A Daughter of To-day,
Vernon's Aunt, The Simple Adventure of
Mem Sahib, The Story of Sonny Sahib, His
Honor and a Lady, Those Delightful Amer-
icans, The Pool in- the Desert, The Imperial?-
i-st, Burnt Offerings, The Consort and Cin-
derella of Canada.
COTOPAXI, kotohpaJc'se, the most re-
markable volcanic mountain of the Andes,
in Ecuador, about sixty miles northeast of
Mount Chimborazo. Its altitude has been
estimated at 19,613 feet. It is the most beau-
tiful of the great summits of the Andes, and
is almost a perfect cone in shape. Several
eruptions have occurred.
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V] /">| OTTOIST, a plant of the
I mallow family, whose
fibers provide the civil-
ized world with, a large
portion of its clothing,
£ and whose products are
•utilized in countless ways
for the comfort and hap-
piness of mankind. Cot-
ton would seem to have
been especially created
by Mother Kature for the
welfare of the human
race, and a world without
it would lack the com-
monest necessities of life.
This fact has been stated
in a series of familial
pictures by Frank GK
Carpenter, in his interesting volume JETw
the World Is Clothed:
"There is no other plant t&at comes so close
to civilized man* and &<me which we use so

